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Submission to the East West Link Assessment Committee 
 

I submit that the Assessment Committee should recommend the 
Planning Minister NOT APPROVE  the go-ahead for the proposed 
East West link. 
NOR SHOULD HE GRANT the relevant planning amendments, 
heritage permits, water licence, road management consent and EPA 
works. 
 
I submit this on the following grounds: 
 

Overall comments: 
 
The current proposal sacrifices far too much social and environmental amenity of the inner 
city, even if one accepts that Melbourne’s transport challenges have been addressed by the 
Linking Melbourne Authority.  
 
Similarly even if one has to accept that there is a need for more road solutions to solve 
Melbourne’s current and future transport, the current proposal needs to be integrated 
more thoroughly with public transport, bicycle and walking paths (with decent amenity), 
and respect and enhance the remaining natural environmental aspect of Royal park, the 
Moonee Ponds Creek, and their surrounds. 
 
This proposal should at minimum be sent back to the drawing board for a more reasonable 
proposal that doesn’t simply transfer current traffic blockages from Hoddle St to places like 
Royal Park and create further hellish spaghettis of concrete in Collingwood, Flemington, 
and Kensington. 
 

Specifics, under the Assessment requirements listed in the CIS: 
 

1.1.1 Transport connectivity 
 
Royal Park will be subjected to a significant increase in traffic flow, and the current road 
systems won’t be able to cope, meaning that they will have to be upgraded significantly, 
leading to a loss of valuable parkland and recreation amenity in the inner North West. The 
proposed Elliot Avenue interchange in particular will be impacted by higher traffic flow, as 
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it is predicted to alleviate the congestion currently experienced at Hoddle St. This will 
detrimentally affect the hard work of the community over the recent years, which has 
greatly improved the environmental and social value of the parkland. 
 
The proposed Ormond Road off-ramp is expected to carry another 30% load into the local 
streets of my neighbourhood, in Travancore, Moonee Ponds and Ascot Vale. Ormond Road 
is already congested on a daily basis and this additional traffic flow onto Ormond Road will 
have a significantly detrimental effect on the amenity of the surrounding residential and 
recreational areas. There have been a number of transport quietening measures 
undertaken to reduce the affect on residential areas, and they will be adversely impacted 
with this off-ramp addition. 
 
The bike path along the Moonee Ponds creek, which currently provides a significant 
alternative transport route for commuters and recreational cyclists, runners and 
pedestrians, will become an overshadowed and much more unpleasant experience with the 
proposed duplication of the current City Link elevated roadway. The interchange area of 
the tunnel with City Link in Parkville/Flemington will also detrimentally affect the cycling 
experience along paths in Royal Park and along the Moonee Ponds Creek. This in turn will 
deter people who currently use alternative means of transport, and they then become 
additional road users as a result. We need more incentives for people to use alternative 
methods of transport to maintain our liveable city, not deterrent effects which will be 
introduced by this current East West link proposal.  
 

1.1.2   Land use, dwellings and infrastructure  
 
The destruction to many sites in Royal Park under the current proposal is seriously 
underestimated and unacceptable. Local communities use the parkland as a great source of 
well-being in a city which is regarded as highly ‘liveable’. This is at least partly due to the 
currently available amount of inner city parkland. Inner city parks are not only assets for 
the locals but also serve the recreation needs of the whole population of Melbourne and 
beyond, so need to be preserved and enhanced, not increasingly impacted by additional 
road traffic.  
 
The CIS acknowledges the proposed Link will destroy Ross Straw Field in its current form. 
However, it does not account for the areas beneath the flyovers which will become 
unusable as recreational parkland. This land use change is completely unacceptable and 
needs to be re-thought altogether. 
 
The off-ramp at Ormond Road will cut across additional recreation spaces, and in particular 
its effect on the Essendon Community Garden, which is a valued local community asset, is 
too high a price to pay for possible traffic convenience. Residential houses in Travancore, 
Moonee Ponds and Ascot Vale will lose amenity, and the extra sound and visual pollution 
that will be introduced are unacceptable. 
 



Debney’s Park itself, the playground and the Flemington Community Centre, will all be 
detrimentally affected by the proposal, severely impacted during the construction period, 
and losing considerable area and amenity in the long term. It is unacceptable that these 
resources, which serve a local community that already is largely under-resourced for 
amenity and community support services, will lose even more of their local assets through 
overshadowing, additional polluting traffic and loss of space.  
 
The area of Parkville near to Ross Straw Field will become unliveable, subjected to a 
massive spaghetti of elevated and ugly concrete flyovers. It is clear that this small inner city 
haven will be totally destroyed, along with the amenity of the recently created wetlands at 
the southern end of the Parkville Gardens estate, which has only recently reintroduced a 
wealth of wildlife and environmental benefits to that area.  
 

1.1.3   Visual amenity 
 
Already the local areas subjected to the City Link development have been detrimentally 
impacted by a significant amount of visual pollution above ground level. While we choose 
to live in an inner city area and expect to experience an urban landscape, the current East 
West Link proposal will push this concrete jungle visual landscape to an unacceptable high 
level of ugliness. Additional elevated interchanges soaring above the existing freeway will 
shatter any balance that can be maintained under current conditions, in the areas of 
Travancore, Flemington, Kensington and North Melbourne.  
 

1.1.4   Surface and ground water, and   

1.1.5 Native vegetation and biodiversity 
 
The Moonee Ponds Creek, which was largely turned into a concrete drain with the building 
of the Tullamarine Freeway, will have absolutely no hope of being returned to a more 
natural flow and acceptable recreation area if this proposal goes ahead. Recent measures, 
including plantings of native and other vegetation, to minimize some of the impacts on the 
creek valley by the fast running concrete viaduct construction, will be overshadowed and 
rendered useless by the additional proposed elevated roadway.  
 
There needs to be a much higher level of consideration given to the potential restoration of 
the currently degraded waterways and vegetation in any additional development. None of 
this seems to have been considered. 

1.1.6   Environmental management framework 
 
It is unclear if there are adequate management measures proposed, for the life of this 
project - its environmental impacts seem poorly considered. The Moonee Ponds Creek, and 



Royal Park environments are both highly fragile, subject already to significant usage 
impacts from an increasing inner city population.  
 
With the increase in residential dwellings and commercial buildings, as proposed for 
Kensington and North Melbourne under recent planning amendments, we will need 
additional environmental management systems, not less.  Any major development of the 
scale the East West link represents must be made to ensure existing environmental 
strategies are complemented and enhanced. 
 

In summary: 
 
Overall then, there are just too many problems identifiable under the current proposal to 
be able to clear it for proceeding. I urge a complete re-think of the scale of impact this 
proposal entails, its impact on local amenity, balance with other transport alternatives, and 
integration with public transport and environmental concerns. Our inner city liveability 
should not be sacrificed to the degree this proposal delivers. 
 
Tom Worsnop, 07/12/13 


