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The East West Link and Melbourne Zoo 
Melbourne Zoo is a key tourist attraction for Melbourne and is visited by around 
1.3 million people each year. Planning carried out for the East West Link indicates that 
there is likely to be no significant impacts on the zoo or its animals. 
Linking Melbourne Authority has been working closely with the zoo to identify potential impacts like ground vibrations, light 
spill, vehicle emissions, noise levels, dust and possible access changes during construction. The Comprehensive Impact 
Statement (CIS) includes studies on these subjects and suggests ways to manage and mitigate any potential impacts. 

The CIS found no significant impacts on the animals are likely during construction or operation of the East West Link. 
Linking Melbourne Authority will continue to work with zoo staff until the project is completed. 

Construction near the zoo 
The construction contractor would develop a construction 
management plan taking into account the zoo and its 
location. The plan will cover all potential impacts that are 
identified. 

The contractor would carefully manage all works near the 
Melbourne Zoo. As well as minimising potential impacts 
on the animals they would consider visitors and staff in 
planning construction hours, the site of the construction 
compound and staff parking arrangements. 

Specialist vibration reports 
The zoo is more than 150 metres from the tunnel and 
its construction area. The CIS noise and vibration 
report shows vibration from tunnelling machinery 
would dissipate before the zoo boundary. Even so, the 
constructor may lower the maximum vibration level or 
limit working hours to ensure the animals are not affected. 

The exact level would be set by the contractor when the 
type of tunnelling equipment has been determined. 

Access to the zoo during construction 
Access to the zoo would be maintained at all times during construction, whether people choose to walk, ride a bike, 
drive or catch public transport. There may be disruptions to public transport during construction, however we will 
liaise with Public transport Victoria to ensure that people using public transport can get to the zoo. 



International examples 
Melbourne Zoo has been talking with the international zoo community to find out about similar projects near urban 
zoos. 

Oregon Zoo in the USA and Yagiyama Zoo in Japan have experienced similar tunnel projects and Melbourne Zoo 
has been drawing on their experience and !earnings. 

When the East West Link is open 
When the East West Link is operating it 
would need to meet VicRoads' standards for 
noise restrictions and it would minimise any 
impacts from air emissions and light emitted 
from car lights. There would be no noise or 
vibration impacts from the tunnels. 

The East West Link tunnels would require 
a ventilation structure in Royal Park and 
one at the eastern end. Linking Melbourne 
Authority will be going to great lengths to 
make sure the structures are attractive and 
appropriate for the local environment. 

The tunnel ventilation system introduces and 
removes air from the tunnels to meet strict 
air quality requirements. 

Emissions from the tunnel would be rigorously monitored in accordance with Australian standards which are regulated 
through the Victorian Environment Protection Authority. Monitoring of CityLink and EastLink shows that air quality in 
surrounding areas is not impacted by their tunnels. 

Urban design elements, such as light spill walls and noise walls, may be considered to reduce noise and light spill near 
the zoo. An urban design framework is included in the CIS. 

Access to the Melbourne Zoo would be improved by the East West Link: 
• People would be able to travel all the way from regional Victoria to Elliot Avenue without encountering a traffic light. For 

example, people traveling from Mornington Peninsula can get onto Peninsula Link, then EastLink, the Eastern Freeway 
and finally onto the East West Link. 

• Traffic on surrounding roads would be reduced, giving local people better access and more ways to get to the zoo. 
• Faster travel times for trams would mean public transport users can get there quicker. 
• Improvements to pedestrian and cycling paths along the corridor may provide more options for active families to visit 

the zoo. 

More information 
For more information about the East West Link: 
Visit: www.linkingmelbourne.vic.gov.au 
Phone: 1800 217 569 
Email: contact@lma.vic.gov.au 

Pl!lt If you require the assistance of an 1.1.1.1 interpreter please phone (03) 9280 0753 
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Connect with us 
You can connect with LMA via our social media channels: 

@LinkingMelb LinkingMelbourne /LinkingMelb Join the online conversation 
www.linkingmelbourne.vic.gov.au 
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